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VRORERM RA BOR 
N°.30. Monday, Aprilr. 1716. 





—— I, verbis virtutem illude fuperbis. Virg. 


A° I was fome Years ago engagedin Conver- 
fation with a Fafhionable French Add¢ up- 
ona Subje&t which the People of that Kingdom 
love to ftart in Difcourfe, the comparative 
GreatnefS of the two Nations; he asked me, 
How many Souls I thought there might be iw Lon~ 
don? I replied, being willing to do my Coun- 
trey all the Honour I fairly could, That there 
were feveral who computed them atnear a Mil- 
lion: But not findiyg that Surprize I expected 
in his Countenance, I returned the Queltion up- 
on him, How many he thought there might be 
in Paris? To which heanfwered, with a certain 
Grimace of Coldnefs and Indifference, About tem 
or twelve Millions. 

It would, indeed, be incredible to a Man who 
has never been in Frazce, fhould one relate the 
extravagant Notion they entertain of themfelves 
and the mean Opinion they have of their Neigh- 
bours. There are certainly (notwithftanding 
the vifible Decay of Learning and Tafte which 
has appear’d among them of lateY ears) many par- 
ticular Perfons in that Countrey, whoare emi- 
nent in thehigheft Degree for their Good Senfe, 
as well as for their Knowledge in all the Arts and 
Sciences. But I believe every one, who is ac- 
quainted with them, will allow, thatthe People 
in general fall far fhort of thofe, who border upon 
them, in Strength and Solidity of Underftand- 


ing. 
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ing. One would therefore no more wonder 
to fee the molt fhallow Nation of Exrope the 
molt Vain, than to find the moft empty Fellows 
in every diftinét Nation more conceited and 
cenforious than the reft of their Countreymen. 
Prejudice and Self-Sufficiency naturally proceed 
from Inexperience of the World, and Ignorance 
of Mankind. As it requires but very fmall A- 
bilities to difcover the Imperfections of another, 
we find that none are more apt to turn their 
Neighbours into Ridicule, than thofe who 
are the moft Ridiculous in their own private 
Conduét. 

Thofe among the French, who have feen no- 
thing but their own Countrey, can fcarce bring 
themfelves to believe, that a Nation, which lies 
never fo little North of them, is not full of Goths 
and Vandals. Nay thofeamong them whotravel 
into foreign Parts are fo preyudiced in favour ot 
their own imaginary Politenefs, that they areapt 
tolook upon every thing as barbarous in Propor- 
tion as it deviates from what they find at Home. 
No lefs a Man than an Ambaflador of France 
being in Converfation with our King of glori- 
ous Memory, and willing to encourage his Ma- 
jefty, told him, that he talked like a Frenchman. 
The King fimiled at the Encomium which was 
given him, and only reply’d, Sir, [am Jure yor 
de. Aneminent Writer of the laft Age waslo 
offended at this Kind of Infolence, which fhewed 
itfelf very plentifully in one of their Travellers 
who gave an Account of England, that he vil- 
dicated the Honour of his Countrey in a Book 
full of juft Satyr and Ingenuity. 1 need not ac- 


- - . . 
quaint my Reader, that I mean Bifhop Spras 
Antwer to Sorbiere, 


Since 
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Since I am upon this Head, I cannot forbear 
mentioning fome profound Remarks that I have 
been lately fhewn in a French Book, the Author 
of which lived it feems, fome Time in Exgland. 
The Englifh, fays this curious Traveller, very 
much delight iw Pudding. This ts the favourite 
Difo not only of the Clergy, but of the People in 
general. Provided there be a Pudding upon the 
Table, no matter what are the other Difhes; they 
are fure to make a Feaft. They think themfelves fo 
happy when they have a Pudding before them, that 
if any one would tell a Friend he is arrived in 
a lucky "Functure, the ordinary Salutation is, Sir, 
ma glad to fee you; you are come im Pudding- 

ime. 

One cannot have the Heart to be angry at 
this judicious Obferver, notwithftanding he has 
treated us like a Race of Hottentots, becaufe he 
only taxes us with our inordinate Love of Pud- 
ding, which it muft be confefs’d, is not fo ele- 
gant a Difh as Frogand Sallat. Every one who 
has been at Paris, knows that Uz gros Milord 
Anglis is a frequent Jeft upon the French Stage ; 
as if Corpulence was a proper Subject for Satyr, 
ora Man of Honour could help his being Fat, 
who Eats fuitable to his Quality. 

It would be endlefs to recount the Inveétives 
which are to be met with among the Frexch Hi- 
torians, and even in Mezeray himfelf, again 
the Manners of our Countreymen. Their Au- 
thors in other Kinds of Writing are likewile 
very liberat in Charaéters of the fame Nature. 
Icannot forbear mentioning the learned Mon- 
fieur Patiz in particular ; who tells us in fo ma- 
hy Words, That the Englith are aPeople, whom 
be naturally abhors: And in another place, That 
be looks upon the Englith among the feveral Nati- 
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ons of Men, as he does upon Wolves among the (. reff 
veral Species of Beafts. A Britifo Writer would ial 
be very jultly charged with want of Politeness. el 
who in return to this Civility, fhould look up.  ™% 
on the French as that Part of Mankind which 9 £ 
anfwers to a Species in the Brute Creation, 
whom we call in Engh/h by the Name of es 
Monkies. . 
If the French load us with thefe Indignities, de 
we may obferve, for our Comfort, that they @j °‘ 
give the reft of their Borderers no better Qua- § 








ter. If wearea dull, heavy, phlegmatick Peo- 
ple, we are it feems no worfe than our Neigh- 
bours. Asan Inftance, I fhall fet down at large 
a remarkable Paflage ina famous Book intituled 
Chevraana, written many Years ago by the 
celebrated Monfieur Chevreau ; after having 
advertifed my Reader that the Dutchefs ot 
Hanover, and the Princefs Elizabeth of Bohemia, 
who are mentioned in it, were the late excel- 
lent Princefs Sophia and her Sifter. 
Tilenus pour un Allemand, parle & ecritbi- 
en Francois, dit Scaliger: Gretzer a bien del’e- 
fprit pour un Allemand, dst le Cardinal du Per- 
ron: Etle P. Boubours met en queftion, Siun Al- 
lemand peut ¢tre bel.efprit? On ne doit juger us 
bien ni mal dune Nation par un particulier, ut d'un 
particulier par fa Nation. Il y a des Allemands, 
comme des Francois, qui n'ont point d’efprit; aes 
Allemands, qui ont {ci plus a’ Hebren, plus a 
Grec, que Scaliger &§ le Cardinal du Perron: $'bo- 
nore fort le P. Boubours, gui adumerite ; mais F ofe 
dire, que la France n’a point de plas bel Efprit que 
Madame la Ducheffe de Hanovre d’aujourdhui, 
us de perfonxe plus folidement favante en Pbhilo{o- 
phie que Petoit Madame la Princeffe Elizabeth 
de Boheme, fa Soeur: Ex je ne croi pas ma 
rejuyje 
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rule le mime titre a beaucoup a Academiciens 
(Allemagne dont les Ouvrages meriteroient bien 
ditre traduits, Il y ad’autres Princeffes en Alle- 
magne, us ont C Reduce de Pefprit. Les Fran- 
cuts .dsfeut ce’ft un Allemand, pour exprimer un 
homme pefaut, brutal: &9 les Allemands comme 
les Italiens, c’eft un Francois, pour dire un fou &F 
an etourdi, Ceft aller trop tom: comme le Prince 
de Salé die de Ruyter, Il eft honnéte homme, 
ceft bien dommage qu’il foit Chrétien. Chev- 
reana, Tom. |. 

‘ Tilenus, {ays Scaliger, fpeaks and writes well 
‘foraGerman. Gretzerhas a great deal of Wit 
‘foraGerman, fays Cardinal Perron. And Fa- 
‘ther Bozhours makes it a Queftion, Whether a 
‘ German can bea Wit? One ought not to judge 
‘ well or ill of a Nation from a particular Per- 
‘fon, nor ofa particular Perfon from his Na- 
‘tion, There are Germans, as there are French, 
‘who have no Wit; and Germans who are bet- 
‘ter skilled in Greek and Hebrew than either 
| Sealiger or the Cardinal dz Perrov. I havea 
fet Honour for Father Bouhours, who is a 
_ Man of Merit; but will be bold to fay, that 
_ there is not in all France, a Perfon of more 
Wit than the prefent Dutchefs of Hanover ; 
, Dor more thoroughly knowing in Philofophy, 

than was the late Princefs Elizabeth of Bohe- 
| Maia her Sifter; and I believe none can refufe 
_ the fame Title to many Academicians in Ger- 
‘any, whofe Works very well deferve to be 
-tranflated into our Tongue. ‘There are other 
Princeffes in Germany, who have alfo an in- 
finite deal of Wit. The French fay of a Man, 
that he is a German, when they would fignify 
. thathe is dul] and heavy; andthe Germans, as 
Well as the Italians, when they would = a 
* Man 
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